Background Myocardial infarction remains a major killer despite optimised reperfusion systems, highlighting a need for novel therapeutic approaches administered in the days after the event. Infl ammation in healing myocardium is one such therapeutic target, though clinical exploration has been hampered by the absence of imaging biomarkers. We hypothesised that metabolic reprogramming in activated macrophages within healing myocardium could be detected by use of hyperpolarised [1-¹³C]pyruvate MRI.
